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From the Director
Sara Laughlin, MCPL Director

Summer + Reading = Fun (and More)

With support from the Friends, the Library 
has sponsored a Summer Reading Pro-
gram for many years and we’re looking 

forward to wonderful, engaging experiences with 
this year’s theme, Be Creative @ Your Library.    
With all the fun, you might not realize there is also 
a very serious purpose to summer reading. Reading 
researcher Karl Alexander confirmed that two-thirds 
of the reading achievement gap among ninth grad-
ers could be traced to what they learned—or failed to 
learn—over their childhood summers. The results were 
cumulative, with the gains or losses each summer piling 
up to account for an enormous gap between those who 
had mastered reading and those who hadn’t. 
To counter the summer reading loss, he suggests 
“strategically planned, structured summer experi-
ences, and that’s especially true for those who don’t 
have access to enriching, home-based learning.”
Another reading expert James Kim, assistant pro-
fessor of education at Harvard University, suggests 
three essential elements of summer reading that 
make up the “ABCs of Improved Reading”:
•  Access to books. It’s critical that kids have access 
to a wide variety of books over the summer months, 
but access alone doesn’t make a strong impact.
•  Books that match readers’ ability levels and inter-
ests. For skills to improve, young people need to read 
books that align with their own reading levels. Read-
ing books that are too easy or too hard won’t help!
•  Comprehension, as monitored and guided by an 
adult, teacher or parent. The most important piece 
to making summer reading effective is the help of 
an adult who can ask questions and guide kids to 
better understand what they’re reading.
So now you see why we love summer reading! We 
love providing books and booklists that match chil-
dren’s interests and abilities, and we love those little 
conversations about books that happen along the way. 
As Friends, you’re in the perfect position to encour-
age the adults in your life to support their children’s 
summer reading and to bring the kids in your life to 
the library. It really does matter.
For a concise list of research supporting the importance of summer 
reading, visit the National Center for Summer Learning at www.
summerlearning.org and click on “Research and Publications.”  ▪

303 E. Kirkwood Ave.
Bloomington, IN 47408

(812) 349-3050
www.mcpl.info/friends

Children watch the construction in anticipation of the 
new children’s room in the Ellettsville branch.

Expansion in Ellettsville 
Mickey Needham, Ellettsville Branch Manager

The Ellettsville Branch expansion project is 
underway. As excited children watch the large 
machinery and staff and patrons try to ignore 

the occasional noise and fumes, workers from Nei-
digh Construction have dug a large hole and poured 
the footers that mark our new children’s room.  

This 2,000 square feet of additional footage will 
create a completely new space for our patrons. 
Filled with light and color, this room will contain 
soft seats and activity spaces and will be a place 
that both children and adults will enjoy. There will 
even be two special window seats for cozy and 
comfortable reading.  

Since we are moving all of the existing shelving 
from the current children’s area into the new room, 
we will also be repurposing the existing children’s 
space. To meet the needs of our patrons, we will 
create a space for use by people of all ages by 
providing space and furniture for collaborative 
work, family games, and popular materials (DVDs 
and CDs). Visitors to the branch will notice other 
differences as well. Visible changes will include the 
moving of our information desk and some collec-
tions, an expansion of our holds pick-up shelving, 
the addition of comfortable seating and tables and 
eventually, more internet computers for express use.

We are all very excited about this project and 
would like to invite you to come out and visit us—
either as the work progresses, in a forthcoming 
open house, or just as a library patron. ▪
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2009 Power of Words
An Evening with 
Author Rick Bragg
Dana Burton, Author Event Committee

Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and best 
selling author Rick Bragg.  “Bragg’s writing 
combines traditional southern Appalachian 
storytelling with a reporter’s unflinching eye on 
the heart of the story.” 
	 - Sara Laughlin, MCPL Director

Were you there? In 2007 the Friends 
of the Library launched The Power 
of Words: Changing our World One 
Author at a Time with award winning 
author Luis Alberto Urrea. Urrea’s talk 
drew a crowd of more than 350 to the 
Buskirk-Chumley Theater. Nearly one 
hundred attended the reception that fol-
lowed. It was an exciting and exhilarat-
ing event. The Power of Words returns 
November 14th. 

An Evening with Rick Bragg. Pulit-
zer Prize winner Rick Bragg has been 
selected as the library’s 2009 Power of 
Words author. Bragg is a compelling, 
captivating storyteller who speaks 
vividly about poverty and hard times 
while capturing the spirit of hope and 
determination. The event begins at the 

Buskirk-Chumley Theater, Satur-
day, November 14 at 7 pm, followed 
by a book signing, and later, a lively 
reception in the library atrium. Don’t 
miss it! Plan to purchase your recep-
tion tickets in advance.
A native of Alabama, Bragg has been 
hailed as a writer whose “vision, 
generous humor, and richly nuanced 
voice…never fail to record the grace 
and dignity of people who live their 
lives in the margin.” His best selling 
and critically acclaimed trio of mem-
oirs about his Calhoun County family 
has become an anthem for working-
class Americans. The first book, All 
Over but the Shoutin’ is a top selec-
tion by community reading programs 
and book clubs. As a journalist, he is 
drawn to write about ordinary people 
caught in the midst of poverty and 
tragedy. Bragg has covered stories 

from Haiti and Pakistan to the U.S. 
including the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, the Susan Smith trials, and 9/11. 
Most recently, he received Alabama’s 
2009 Harper Lee Award named for the 

Books by Rick Bragg

All Over But the Shoutin’
Ava’s Man
Prince of Frogtown
Somebody Told Me: The 
Newspaper Stories of Rick Bragg

and coming in October: 
The Most They Ever Had

Reserve a copy from the library. Purchase 
a copy at the Friends Bookstore.

Be a Friend. 
Pass the word.		
	
•	 Tell your friends, colleagues, 

and book club members.	
•	 Read Bragg’s books.
•	 Purchase a reception ticket.
•	 Bragg’s talk is free—invite a 

guest. Have a special evening 
out with your book club.

•	 NEW this fall. Attend I.U. 
Lifelong Learning class Pov-
erty and the Power of Words.  
<www.continue.indiana.edu>	   

•	 Give Rick Bragg’s books as 
gifts. Use the coupon below.

•	 Make a donation to the Pow-
er of Words author series.

$2 off Coupon

Valid on any new Rick Bragg 
book at the Friends Bookstore. 

Support the Friends and buy 
your Rick Bragg books at the 

Friends Bookstore. 

Come to Bragg’s 
talk and have 

your book signed!

author whose classic novel, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, has moved and chal-
lenged millions of readers.  
Bragg’s talk at the Buskirk-Chumley 
Theater is free and open to the public.  
Information about purchasing tickets 
to the music, champagne, and hors 
d’oeuvres reception will be available 
soon. Please plan to join us for this 
special evening with Rick Bragg. Put 
the date on your calendar now!
Visit our website <www.mcpl.info/
friends> for more information about 
Rick Bragg, his books, event updates, 
and features for readers and book clubs. ▪

Friends Bookstore Corner

Clearance Sale!  Mark your calendars to grab some great buys on books, mu-
sic, and videos at the next Bookstore Clearance Sale September 11-14.
Forty volunteers helped us raise $3,355 at the February sale. If you would like 
to help set up or work at the sale, please contact Barbara Wilcox at wilcoxb@
indiana.edu. We can also use help this summer boxing books for sale. ▪

Extended Hours. Shop late at the Bookstore the first Thursday of each month. 
We’ll be open until 9 pm on July 2, August 6, and September 3. ▪
Sale on Friends Gift Items. All Friends gift items will be reduced in price the 
entire month of June. Save $2-$5 on t-shirts, caps, backpacks, and bags. Our 
new Friends notecards are priced at just $5 during June. Save even more when 
you use the coupon on page four. ▪
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Holiday Closings
Please remember, Monroe 
County Public Library will be 
closed on:

Saturday, July 4th
Monday, September 7th
Monday, October 12th

Our Mission: The Monroe County Library Foundation supports and advocates for the 
patrons and staff of the Library by enhancing Library collections and facilities, and by 
contributing to Library programming and professional staff development.

The Board of Directors extends their heartfelt thanks to all of our current Friends of the Library members and 
donors who give so generously to support our mission to make our library a vital part of our community.

Benefactors
James and Alexandra Ackerman
Claire Arbogast
Marian Armstrong
David Baer
Mark and Mary Clare Bauman
John and Jean Boquist
Bert and Johnnie Brantley
Dr. Stephen Brantley
Alexander and Virginia Buchwald
Roger and Lib Buck
Susan Bucove
Jean W Campaigne
Edwin G Carr
CFC, Inc.
Jean Creek
Gary and Karen Crum
Delta Theta Tau
Ruth C Engs-Franz
Allen Grimshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Hathaway
Pat Hodge
Frank and Lydia Hoffman
Robert and Joan Hongen
Eugene and Elaina Kintgen
Paul Kuznets and Gretchen Kromer
Sara and Tim Laughlin
Phyllis and David Little
Yoshio Manabe
John Mason
Terri  Bleuel and Charles McCalla
Ann R McIntosh
Valerie C Merriam
Breon and Lynda Mitchell
Eric and Linda Mjolsnes
Kent and Toni Moseman
Elisabeth P Myers
James G and Fran Neal
Mitchell and Judy Novit
Richard and Jill Olshavsky
Anthony and Patricia Pizzo
Phillip and Eva Mae Rambo
James B Rickert, M.D.
Eugene and Norma Rousseau
John and Mary Rucker
Nancy and Jerry Ruff
David and Marlon Rust
Sarah Ryterband
Richard and Carole Sanders
Jean and Thomas Sebeok
Janice G Skinner
Ellen M Snyder
Paul Vincent Spade
Gary, Anne, Julie, and Adam 
    Steigerwald

Susan Thrasher
James and Carol Touloukian
Betsy S Walsh
Herbert White
William and Mary Wiatt
Barbara Wilcox
Ed and Ruth Wisnewsky
Michael O’Connell and 
    W. Joann Wong

Patron
Sandra and Ethan Alyea
Todd Helt and Dorie Berkowitz
Laura Bornholdt
Ron Pennington

Business
Bunger and Robertson
Michelle Crowe/MAC Marketing
LEARN/Life Education & 
     Resource Network
Cairril.com Design & Marketing, Inc

Supporting
Deborah Robinson, Virginia and 
     Eleanor Baude
Doris P Brineman
Jim and Dana Burton
Patty and Danny Callison
Richard and Diana Carr
Dana Cattani
Joan and John Cochran
Pam and Jef Davidson and Family
Mary E Ehrich
Larry and Doris Eller
Susan El-Shamy
Harriet and Bill Fierman
John and Ella Fox
Ellen and Charles Gorham
Jo and Steve Ham
John and Marilyn Harder
Martha Harsanyi
Tom and Carla Hedges
Irene Ingall
Jack and Sylvia King
Marcia Lemon
Jeanne and Jim Madison
Daniel P and Judith A Maki
Jack Martin
John and Julie Martin
Lee and Maria McKinley
Lee and Ardith Nehrt
Harold and Denise Ogren
Nina A Ost

Jane Potter Otten
Kent and Suzann Owen
Linda R Rethmeyer
Fred and Pegi Risinger
The Schlesinger Gaebler Family
Judith Serebnick
Carol Shapiro
Charles H Davis and Debora Shaw
Richard and Denise Shockley
Byron and Pat Smith
Ellen and Gene Stern
Cliff and Jo Travis
Carolyn Lipson-Walker and 
     George Walker
Paul J Watts
Charlotte and Paul Zietlow
Peggy Zonkle

Sustaining
19th Century Club
Dr. Abdelkrim Alileche
Salih and Amal Altoma
Robert and Penny Austin
Cynthia Baxter
Jane Billyeald
Larry and Mary Lou Brown
David Lasocki and Lilin Chen 
Sandra Clark
Dan and Debbi Conkle
Dennis and Ruth Conway
Christina Courtright
Mimi and Marc Dollinger
Andrew R Durkin
Steven and Karen Franks
Casey Fredericks
Barbara Fuqua
Christopher and Nancy Goss
Donald and Judith Granbois
Dale J and Bertha G Hall
John and Linda Harper
Robert W Hart
Steve Hendricks
Kathryn and Craig Holden
Luanne and Bill Holladay
John and Helen Hollingsworth
Donna and Duncan Kinkead
John R and Julia Kavin Lawson
Jim and Kathie Lazerwitz
Barry and Denise Lessow
Diana Lambdin and Frank Lester, Jr.
David and Elsa Lewis Heise
Don and Rita Lichtenberg
Johnny and Julie Lindsey
Michael Litwin
Lodge-Rigal Family

Joan J Lyndon
Barbara B Martin
Ann and Ed McEndarfer
The Merriman Family
Jianing Morris
Patrick and Glenda Murray
Jean Nakhnikian
Kathryn Neal
Joe and Cinda O’Connor
Dennis Organ
Margaret A Page
William C and Phyllis L Perkins
James Pershing
Sue and Lew Polsgrove
Nancy Rayfield
Betty Rieger
Sharyn and Jim Riley
David and Janet Rowland
Wendy and Dick Rubin
Steve Seitzinger
Karen Hanson and Dennis Senchuk
Sanford and Sue Shapiro
Robert and Judy Shettleroe
Judy Simic
Sudarshan Singh 
Laurel Sparks
Sue Stancu
Patricia Steele
Diane and Terence Thayer
Paula Thomas
Tri Kappa, Inc. - Ellettsville
Meredith I Wendell
Garry and Mia Wiggins
Bob Flynn and Yvonne Wittmann
Natalie Wrubel

In Memory Of:
Chelsea L Blackwell
Betty Bordner
Jan Chapline
Jack Sparks
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Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap 
compared to that of an ignorant nation.   —Walter Cronkite

Friends of the Library Bookstore
Coupon

$1 Off$1 Off

$1 off any Friends merchandise
in the Friends of the Library Bookstore.

Expires June 30, 2009

Family
Neal and Beth Abdullah
Tim and Kathi Adams
Jim and Sue Alling
Guillaume and Dorothy
    Ansart
Paul and Carol Arnold
Cynthia Bannon
Frederick and Martha Beaty
Andrea Singer and Roger 
     Beckman
Nancy and Peter Boerner
Chris Carl Bolton
Colleen McKenna and
     Chris Bonham
Marilyn Bowie
Sue Childress and Family
Rebecca, Judah and Rena 
    Cohen
Patti Coil and Brandon 
    Wilkening
Delores J Coleman
John and Sue Cronkhite
Ronald and Evelyn Crowe
Carol Curry
Frank and Ruth DiSilvestro
Martina Celerin and Jim 
     Drummond
David L Ferguson
Tom and Kitty Garlock
Mary Jane Goldsmith
David and Diane Goss
Donald Halford
Bryan and Jessika Hane
Dorothy E Hanvey
Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Harrell
Gloria Hasler and Lara Hasler
Jane W Hatchel
Holmes Family
Ronald and Karen Johnston
David and Susan Jones
Kevin and Cristie Kellar
    and Family
Suzanne and Scott Kern
Leah Ketcham
Stephen and Dorothy King

Mary and Wesley Kissel
Jeff and Lily Kleinlein
Debra Kloosterman
Mark, Robin and Max 
     Lemieux
Peter and Carol Lorenzen
Charles and Sharon McKeen
Geoff McKim and Amy 
     Cornell
P.E.A.C.E. Meyer
Louis and Norma Miller
Steve and Sandy Moberly
Lou and Denny Moir
Loretta Neidigh
Jim and Pat Pershing
Roger and Nancy Pfingston
Amy and Clark Piper
Carlene and James Quinn
Mary Burch Ratliff
Zarmina Raza
Mike and Mary Jean 
     Regoli and Family
Donna Rinckel
George Brooks and Elaine     
     Rivron
Bob and Sharon Rout
Karen and Bill Sartoris
Dr. and Mrs. J Stephen
    Schechter
Dirk Fraser, Leah Shopkow 
     and Family
Mrs. Ruth Skernick
Kim Sowder and Family
Lois and Cletis Sparks
Anne Starace
John Steinmetz and Family
Adam Stillwell
Miriam and Milton Taylor
Nick and Carol Tumbas
George and Sylvia Turchyn
Barbara Vance
John Vint
Judy Walcoff
John and Michelle Walsh
Dave and Gail Weaver
Katherine Wiley
Cy and Nitsa Williams

The Wiser Family
Scott, Jenny, Nicolas and     
    Emma Witzke
Todd and Hiromi Yampol

Individual
Chris Alford
Jean L Anderson
Stephen Baer
Holly Barton
Ruth Beasley
Terri Bell
Carolyn Benedict
Mildred Bern
Vicki Blackwell
Jo Anne Bowen
Donna Brosman
Jodie L Carlberg
Keith M Carter
Miriam M Castañeda
Lee J Chapman
Rachel Clausman
Juanita Clendening
Bruce & Jennifer Crouch
Becky Daniel
Morgan Dunbar
Hilda Dyer
Karen Easterday
Phil Eskew
Holly Faulk
Tim Felton
Patricia Firenze
Susan Fletcher
Rosemary B Fraser
Mary Frasier
Dolores Freiburger
Jo Ann Frogue
Mary E Gaither
Sheila D Gerber
Penny Gillie
Linda Joachim Gluff
William Graham
Joanne Gumo
Preston Gwinn
Lesley Ham
Julie Hardesty

Roger Heimer
Catherine M Hoff
Carlea Holl-Jensen
Diana Hostetler
Ruth Houdeshel
Jessamyn Hutchens
B. J. Irvine
Chris Jackson
Samarrah Jackson
Jenny Kander
Marni Karaffa
Jane Kennedy
Julie Kinser
Mary F Kleindorfer
Nita Levison
Bethany Lister
Gail Londergan
Doris Lynch
Melissa Maeyens
Helen Malin
Antonia Matthew
Margaret Meadors
Ruth I. Meserve
Ms. Sue Morgan
Izumi Mori
Sarah Morrison
Sue Murphy
Emilie C Murray
Jerry and Ginny Myerson
Michele Needham
Dr. Anabel Newman
Bethany Nolan
Edith D Overlease
Bobby Overman
Nina Perlina
Nan M Polley
Brendan J Potter
Kathy Potts
Evelyn Powers
Virginia S Preston
Katy Ratcliff
Mary Jane Reilly
Patricia Reitemeier
Carole Richardson
Carolyn S Robertson
Jane Ruddick
Gaye Rumple

Susan Sater
Mark Blackwell and Jean 
     Schelm
Kristi Schulte
Marsha Schwab
Susan Siena
Lary Smith
Ira S Smith II
Rhonda Spencer
Charles Sprague
Delores Stewart
Sabra Stockey
Brian Sulliven
Heidi Tebbe
Danielle Underhill
Patty Vahey
Elizabeth R. Vance
James Walden
Helena Walsh
Mrs. Barbara L Weinberg
Kyle Wickemeyer-Hardy
Winifred G Wickes
Lupe Wilson
Elizabeth Winkler
Ugur Yalcintas

Donors
Best Buy Children’s
    Foundation
Dana and Jim Burton
Harriet & Bill Fierman
Steven and Karen Franks
Irene Ingall
Sara Laughlin
Lilly Endowment, Inc.
Mitchell and Judy Novit
Odle McGuire & Shook
Pfizer Foundation
Zarmina Raza
Denise and Richard Shockley

Thank you for your sup-
port! If you have not 
renewed your member-
ship for 2009, please 
use the form on the 
back of this newsletter.

We strive for accuracy 
in our records. Kindly 
contact us via e-mail 
<FOL@mcpl.info> or by 
phone <812-349-3050, 
ext. 1080> regarding 
incorrect listings.
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•	 Many retailers, including Ikea, Whole 
Foods and Bloomingfoods, no longer 
offer plastic bags, and many other busi-
nesses charge for them.

Currently, MCPL distributes 1000 dispos-
able plastic bags per week.  That’s over 
50,000 bags a year!  In addition, we use 
about 5,000 heavy-duty plastic bags that 
are available on request at the circulation 
desks and in the Friends’ Bookstore. Keep 
in mind that these bags are not free. The 
approximate total cost for plastic bags?  
Try $4500 a year!
Monroe County Public Library wants to 
be part of the solution and is striving to 
lead by example. Like many libraries that 
have stopped offering plastic bags, includ-
ing libraries in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
Westerville, Ohio, Riverside, Illinois, and 
Rochester, New York, we are gearing up to 
phase out our reliance on plastic bags.
HOW CAN YOU HELP? Bring a reus-
able bag with you when you visit the 
library or the Friends Bookstore. You 
get a free Friends canvas bag when you 
join the Friends or renew your member-
ship. Be a Friend to the library and to our 
environment! The Lean and Green Com-
mittee is finalizing plans to significantly 
reduce plastic bag use at the library and to 
educate patrons as to why we are taking 
this action. Sturdy, reusable bags are now 
available for purchase for $1 at the cir-
culation desks. The Friends fully support 
this intiative and will be subsidizing the 
purchase of the reusable bags. ▪

Preschool 
Exploration Center
Joshua Wolf, Children’s Program Manager

The Preschool Exploration Center. You’ve 
probably walked past it and seen the glori-
ous mayhem. Perhaps you’ve even spent 
time on the inside with children or grand-
children of your own. But there are two 
things about that glass-walled, fishbowl 
room in the Children’s Department that you 
may not know: it’s a workshop for early 
literacy and it’s heavily supported by the 
Friends of the Library.
There’s no other place like it in the library. 
Children ages 0-7 make a beeline for it as
soon as they’ve entered our doors. They de-
light in the ever changing variety of themed 
activities that are available. What many 
people don’t realize however, is that each of 
the activities in the Preschool Exploration 
Center (or PEC) is chosen to develop one 
or more of six skills crucial to the ability to 
begin independent reading. These skills have 
been defined by the Public Library Associa-
tion and the Association for Library Services 
to Children in a research based program 
called Every Child Ready to Read.  
Current research on early literacy and 
brain development indicates that it is never 
too early to prepare children for success 
as readers. Preschool children build the 
foundation for learning to read through 
activities in the PEC such as Narrative 
Play, by describing stories they are acting 
out in the play kitchen, the tool table or the 
doll house. 
With the support of the Friends, we have 
recently installed a Writing Center, where 
children “write” letters and post them in a 
mailbox. It’s been a wild success, and we 
have had fun trying to decipher the letters. 
More importantly, the children are working 
hard at three critical skills: Print Awareness 
(recognizing print and understanding that 
it has meaning), Letter Knowledge (under-
standing that letters are unique and make 
different sounds), and Print Motivation (the 
desire to read and write words).
Public libraries are unique American insti-
tutions that promote the ideals of democra-
cy and opportunity. Estate gifts have funded 
major projects, such as the Children’s 
Room in the 1970 library building project, 
as well as specific resources such as Indiana 

Room materials. Please let us know if you 
are interested in discussing options for 
including the library in your investment or 
estate plans. ▪

MCPL Lean and Green - 
Providing Bags for Patrons
Phil Eskew, Lean and Green Committee Chair

Consider the following facts and figures:
•	 According to the EPA, over 380 bil-

lion plastic bags, sacks and wraps are 
consumed in the U.S. each year. 

•	 About 500 nautical miles off the 
California coast sits a growing “plastic 
island” about twice the size of Texas, 
made up of 7 billion pounds of plastic 
garbage.

•	 Plastic bags don’t biodegrade, they 
photodegrade, breaking down into 
smaller toxic bits contaminating soil 
and waterways. 

•	 Since water keeps the plastic cool and 
algae blocks ultraviolet rays, every 
little piece of plastic manufactured in 
the past 50 years that made it into the 
ocean is still out there somewhere.

While it is true that Monroe County Public 
Library is not responsible for the majority 
of the plastic bags clogging rivers, block-
ing drain pipes or clumping together to 
form massive islands of trash in the world’s 
oceans, it isn’t that uncommon to see our 
bags littering the streets of Bloomington.
Consider also those who are working to 
set a positive example:
•	 In 2001, Ireland consumed                  

1.2 billion plastic bags, or 
316 per person. An extreme-
ly successful plastic bag 
consumption tax reduced 
consumption by 90%. As a 
result 18,000,000 liters of 
oil have been saved.

•	 Other countries are ban-
ning disposable plastic bags 
outright.  

•	 In the United States, the 
city of San Francisco has 
banned the use of dispos-
able plastic bags, and Los 
Angeles will do so in 2010. 
Other communities require 
a 5-cent surcharge for the 
use of plastic bags.

Lean and Green Committee members include (l to r) Katy Bull, 
Faye Mark, Bobby Overman, Phil Eskew (chair), Stephanie Hol-
man, Brenda Seibel, and Shawn Henline (not pictured).



Name______________________________________________
(Please print name as it should appear in our publications)

Street Address_______________________________________

City_______________________State______Zip___________

Phone_______________________Date___________________

Email______________________________________________
                         (to receive special advocacy and event notices)

Friends of the Library
2009 Membership Form

Membership Type
Please check one:
□ Benefactor*		 $500
□ Patron		  $250
□ Supporting		  $100
□ Business		  $100
□ Sustaining		  $50
□ Family		  $25
□ Individual		  $10
□ Other		  $_____
* A one-time gift to the endowment providing lifetime membership.

Donation
□ I would like to make a donation
     to the Friends.	 $_____
□ I would like to support the Friends 
Power of Words author event	 $_____

Please make your check payable to
Friends of the Library 
and mail to:
303 E Kirkwood Ave 
Bloomington  IN  47408
Thank you!
The Friends of the Library is a 501(c)(3) not for profit 
organization. All membership donations are tax 
deductible as allowed by law. 

□ We would like to list Friends’ members, on an annual basis, in our 
       newsletter. Please check the box if you DO NOT wish to be listed.

Please tell us about yourself  (Check all that apply)

□ New Member       □ Renewing Member

□ I am MCPL staff  □ I am an MCPL volunteer
□ Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.
These are the library services that I use:          □Main Library         □VITAL
   □Ellettsville Library      □Bookmobile      □Library Website      □CATS TV 

s09nl

Friends Annual Meeting - 
Meet Author Michael Shelden

Come to the Friends annual meet-
ing at 5:45 pm on June 24, 2009 
in room 1C at the Main Library. 

Friends President Helena Walsh will recap 
the work of the Friends this past year. 
Meet Library Director Sara Laughlin as 
she highlights the planned library renova-
tions and shares how the Friends can help 

meet the goals set forth in the new strategic plan. After the short 
business meeting, biographer and journalist, Michael Shelden 
will speak about his upcoming book, Mark Twain: The Man in 
White. His new book focuses on the last four years of Twain’s 
life, a time when Twain began wearing white suits. The book 
is scheduled to be released in April 2010 to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of Twain’s death. 
Shelden, professor of English at Indiana State University, is the 
author of Orwell, The Authorized Biography, Graham Greene, 
The Enemy Within, and Friends of Promise. Shelden was a fiction 
critic for the Baltimore Sun and as a features writer for the Daily 
Telegraph of London his work has taken him to 80 countries and 
40 states to interview celebrities and authors including Harper 
Lee, Annie Proulx, Dmitri Nabakov, Jon 
Krakauer, Eli Wiesel, John Irving, and 
Tom Wolfe. He has been a guest on NPR, 
BBC radio, and the Larry King Show.
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear 
about Mark Twain, and get together with 
Friends who love to support our library. 
Light refreshments will be served.  ▪ 

Travel with a Friend
Karen Franks, Friends Membership Chair

This summer as you take your 
handy dandy Friends navy 
canvas bag with you, bring 

your camera. Send us a picture of you 
and your traveling Friends bag.  Drop 
off your photo in the Friends  office, 
or upload it using the form on our 
website. If you take your bag to the 
farmer’s market, the lake, pool, or the 
library, take a picture and submit it to 
win a prize. Twenty people who share 
a photo will receive free “Bear Bucks” 
to redeem at our Friends Bookstore. 
Limit one photo per family. Catch 
your photo on the Friends website 
this summer <www.mcpl.info/friends>. So go ahead, grab your 
bag, take a picture, and show us how you travel with a friend. By 
submitting your photo there is implied consent that we may use it on our website and 
advertising for the Friends of the Library.  ▪ 

□ I would like a free book bag with my membership donation. 

Bookstore Hours
	 Tuesdays............................. 9 am–7 pm

	 Thursdays.......................... Noon–7 pm

	 Saturdays........................... Noon–5 pm

The Friends Bookstore is located on the first floor of Monroe County 
Public Library, at the back of the Audio-Visual Room. ▪


