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Most of the earliest Monroe Countians were busy felling treés t0'

clear the land for their homesteads and farms. But equally impor-
tant to them was the education of their children.

"IN 1818, THE YEAR the county was born. children attended
school in"the brand new log courthouse. The name of their first
teacher is not known, but it was probably a man by the name of Ad-

' “dis6n Stnith. (He may have been relaled to Thomas Smith. vuho
bought landhere in 1816.) -

\ .

-There was room in the crude log ct)ur!house for a class. because

K the!first county officers, such as the clerk. operated out of their
?- ‘hanes. But as the population grew. the courthouse was needed for
N government business. Use of the buildirig had to be strictly tem-
‘porary, and in he siinmer of 1819 a separate log schoolhouse was

: erecled ‘where the old seminary building used to stand.

* “LIKE THOSE WHO HAD to deal with-recent periods of the baby
boom and the populatlon explosion. early Monroe Countians, con-

erned with education had a hard time keeping up with the schoot _
ulation. Sett]ers w.ere poring into the area at'an acceleratmg o

built, another one..
v mage

A fancier building was ere(ted in 1823, It was'made of hrick in-

stead ofLlogs. Small classes for the wunger-chﬂdren were taughtin -

private homes. ‘churches. and the second stories of business
buildings. By the 1840s the school population had leveled off a Intle
bit.

In those early classes it wasn 't possible to cater m lhe mceties of
grading. All ages were put logether and only the fundamentdts
uere taught.

THOSE EARLY SCHOOISS were not tree schools as we know
them today. There was no such thing as a tax hase ‘for. then -
Whatever tax mohey was available was used for government. not
education. They-ere operated on a subscription bd%l&a \ulh each’
famity paying a(cordmgtolts ab#ity -

By the 1840s the philosophy of the citizens of the state — or ar
~,|edsl the state legislators — had hegun to-swing toward tax, sup-
. ported “free”” schools. In 1849, a referendum was held in Monroe
"»Colmty to gauge the sentiment of the vofers on the suh]eu The

d)sastrous results were as follows:
FOR FREE .AGA]VST F‘REE

Y - SCHOOLS - _ SCHOOLS"
Townships -
Bean-Blossom 34 12

Myrion - - - 16.
Richland L s 59-
Perry o 27
Salt Creek ‘ 3%
* VanBuren 43
V\ashinglon . - 36
Total.. ¢ ) - 667

Y PARENTS AND‘EDUCATORSMO believed
& were best for all of lhe children must have:b
. were to wail some vears before Monroe_Counti

education for their daughters-as-well-as-their

Bloomington

Clear Creek | ; SR
Indian Creek - Y '

MAJORITY AGAINST—373

to cnmp}y with the new school laws of' the stale :

F md”\ at thé'eng of the Civil W ar, the counlvsm;
school sy s;em& d k
Even ht'jore the 1830s. parenls had- begun to th{n

diana’ College (now Indiana Lm\ersxty) was
fessor Cornehus Permg dxd esTabhsh 2 <or -
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