
Awesome Women 
You Should Read about

Headstrong by Rachel Swaby  
(Adult Nonfiction - 509.22 Swa) 
Rachel Swaby covers Nobel Prize winners 
and major innovators, as well as lesser-
known but hugely significant scientists who 
influence our every day. These profiles 
span centuries of courageous thinkers and 
illustrate how each one’s ideas developed.

American Rose by Karen Abbott  
(Adult Nonfiction - 921 Lee Abb) 
Gypsy Rose Lee, a strutting, bawdy, 
erudite stripper who possessed a gift for 
delivering exactly what America needed. 
With her superb narrative skills and eye for 
detail, Karen Abbott brings to life an era of 
ambition, glamour, struggle, and survival.

Hedy’s Folly by Richard Rhodes  
(Adult Nonfiction - 791.4392 Lamarr Rho) 
Rhodes describes the lesser-known 
technological talents of actress Hedy Lamarr 
and the collaborative work with avant-garde 
composer George Antheil that eventually 
led to the development of spread-spectrum 
radio, cell phones, and GPS systems.

Cleopatra: A Life by Stacy Stiff 
(Adult Nonfiction - 921 Cleopatra Sch) 
Cleopatra is one of the most vibrant 
and compelling characters in the history 
of the world—but who was she, really? 
Schiff’s biography dusts off the real 
woman underneath all the myth and 
misunderstanding, and finds a shrewd 
politician, a leader, and a warrior.

Hidden Figures by  Margot Lee Shetterly  
(Adult Nonfiction - 920 Lee) 
Starting in World War II and moving through 
to the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Space Race, Hidden Figures 
follows the interwoven accounts of Dorothy 
Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, 
and Christine Darden, four African-American 
women who participated in some of NASA’s 
greatest successes.

The Diary of Frida Kahlo:  
An Intimate Self-Portrait  
by Carlos Fuentes  
(Adult Nonfiction - 750.92 Kahlo Kah) 
The intimate life of artist Frida Kahlo is 
wonderfully revealed in the illustrated 
journal she kept during her last 10 years. 
This passionate—and at times surprising—
record contains the artist’s thoughts, 
poems, and dreams.

History vs Women by Anita Sarkeesian  
(Nonfiction - 305.42 Sar) 
Looking through the ages and across the 
globe, these authors have reclaimed the 
stories of 25 remarkable women who dared 
to defy history and change the world around 
them. 

Empress Dowager Cixi by Jung Chang  
(Adult Nonfiction - 921 Cixi Cha) 
Cixi’s extraordinary reign saw the birth 
of modern China. Under her, the ancient 
country attained industries, railways, 
electricity, and a military with up-to-date 
weaponry.

Life in Motion by Misty Copeland 
(Adult Nonfiction - 792.82 Cop) 
Misty Copeland makes history as she tells 
the story of her journey to become the first 
African-American principal ballerina at the 
prestigious American Ballet Theater.

The Glass Universe by Dava Sobel  
(Adult Nonfiction - 522.19744 Sob) 
Elegantly written and enriched by excerpts 
from letters, diaries, and memoirs, The 
Glass Universe is the hidden history of 
the women whose contributions to the 
burgeoning field of astronomy forever 
changed our understanding of the stars 
and our place in the universe.



Redefining Realness by Janet Mock 
(Adult Nonfiction - 921 Mock Moc) 
In 2011, Marie Claire magazine published a 
profile of Janet Mock in which she publicly 
stepped forward for the first time as a trans 
woman. Since then, Mock has gone from 
covering the red carpet for People.com to 
advocating for all those who live within the 
shadows of society.

The Portable Nineteenth-Century African 
American Women Writers  
by Hollis Robbins and 
Henry Louis Gates Jr.  
(Adult Nonfiction - 800.92 Por) 
Edited by Hollis Robbins and Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr., this collection comprises work 
from 49 writers arranged into sections of 
memoir, poetry, and essays on feminism, 
education, and the legacy of African-
American women writers.

Warrior Poet by Alexis De Veaux  
(Adult Nonfiction - 800.92 Lorde Dev) 
During her lifetime, Audre Lorde, author 
of the landmark Cancer Journals, created 
a mythic identity for herself that retains its 
vitality to this day. Drawing from the private 
archives of the poet’s estate and numerous 
interviews, Alexis De Veaux demystifies 
Lorde’s iconic status.

Pretty in Ink by Trina Robbins 
(Adult Nonfiction - 741.5973 Rob) 
In the pages, you’ll find new photos and 
correspondence from cartoonists Ethel 
Hays and Edwina Dumm, and the true story 
of Golden Age comic book star Lily Renee 
that’s as intriguing as the comics she drew.

Wrapped in Rainbows by Valerie Boyd  
(Adult Nonfiction - 800.92 Hurston Boy) 
Wrapped in Rainbows, the first biography of 
Zora Neale Hurston in more than 25 years, 
illuminates the adventures, complexities, 
and sorrows of an extraordinary life. 
Acclaimed journalist Valerie Boyd delves into 
Hurston’s history—her youth in the country’s 
first incorporated all-Black town, her 
friendships with luminaries such as Langston 
Hughes, her sexuality and short-lived 
marriages, and her mysterious relationship 
with Haitian Vodou.

Radium Girls by Kate Moore  
(Adult Nonfiction - 363.1799 Moo) 
A new product hit the market that people 
all across the country used for beauty and 
medicinal purposes. We now know this 
dangerous product for what it really is: 
radium. And while people were using it 
to make themselves more beautiful and 
healthier, the truth was glistening beneath 
the surface.
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