Bath once
~a-luxury

Technological progress has been responsible for .
some interesting changes in attitude about a lot of
common-place things in our lives, Bathing is one of

them. - -

Monroe Countians would wrinkle up their noses at
the crude
homemade

- soap used by M
our_ahcestors. "00 kl ng
But an essen- R U
tial part of a aCk
fronlier
housewife’s
know-how was
o edious By Rose H. Mcllveen
process of
+ making soap. You may recall that the process in-
volved saving ashes from the fireplace and mixing
them with lye. Spring and"autumn were better suited
for the chore, since the ingredients had to be sim-
.. mered in a }arge kettle.

* Except for clothing that had been made "back
-_East.:mummm:an_wwwm[eg‘pg_
linséy-woolsey suits and dresses thal were not plen-
- tiful. For a female, one everyday dress and one for

| 'Sunday was not at all unusual.

IU HISTORTIANS TELL US that the average stu-
.dent arrived in Bloomington with two shirts — one
on his back and the other. tied up in a bundle. The

" university catalogue for 1846 lists the going rate for
Jaundry at $2 a session or $4 for the year. f

If our ancestors smeiled a little "gamey."" it is cer-

tainly understandable, since deodorants hadn’t been
ifvented and- the once-a-week, Saturday night bath’

" inpreparation for Sunday was a “cleaniiness is next
to Godliness' ritual. In warm weather rural Monroe
Countians had the advantage of town folks in that
I (Page2, col. 1, thissec.)




