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As a young neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi had the difficult task of preparing patients and their families for
death. As a brain surgeon his patients included everyone from young children with epilepsy, to teens shot
in the head during gang violence, to people of all ages suffering from brain tumors.
Then there was the man who spoke only in numbers. He enunciated well, and spoke with a
conversational lilt to his words yet no one understood him. The numbers signified nothing, and left him
feeling more alone.
Unlike many doctors, Dr. Kalanithi enjoyed the challenge of discussing death with his terminally-ill
patients. His undergraduate and graduate studies of philosophy and literature helped him make these
talks both meaningful and helpful while always being cognizant of where the patient and family were
coming from in their understanding of the patient?s condition.
But then in his last year as a resident when he was the chief neurosurgery resident at
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one day with intense back pain. He had a checkup but nothing serious showed, so he flew to upstate New
York for a reunion with dear friends that he had long been anticipating. Read more
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An Ember in the Ashes, Sabaa Tahir
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If you have been feeling that you'd never find another book you could love like The Hunger Games, then
have no fear, An Ember in the Ashes is here! Laia is a Scholar, one of the oppressed people living under
Martial rule. Her family has been destroyed by the rebellion against the empire and now she's on her
own, trying to save her brother from a Martial prison. Elias is a Mask, one of the Empire's most elite
soldiers, but he doesn't feel fully connected to the Empire. He plans to desert on the very day he
graduates from the military academy, but he's not sure he'll actually be able to go through with it.
Laia's story is one of covert operations, family, and endurance. To save her brother, Laia is placed as a
slave in the household of the ruthless leader of the Empire's military academy. Her need to collect
information is quickly sidelined behind a greater need to survive. Elias meanwhile is chosen to compete
in the Trials, a ruthless test that will leave one of the chosen few standing tall as the new Emperor, one as
his second in command, and the others will not survive.
Readers will find themselves quickly pulled into Laia and Elias' story. With two heroes to root for and

two separate lives to follow, the narrative is very fast paced. You might think this is just another story of
a chosen one, but you'll be surprised where An Ember in the Ashes will take you!
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