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Book reviews and items of interest for readers, by Library Staff

Carry On, Rainbow Rowell

view in catalog
"Simon Snow is the worst Chosen One who's ever been chosen."
Simon has been sent to save the World of Mages, but he's actually not very good at magic. He can't
control his power and spends most of his time worrying about the location of his probably a vampire
roommate, Baz. Simon is a wonderfully flawed character who is only a little bit like another famous
chosen magic user...coughhackHarryPottercough. He's adrift in a world of magic with his friend, Penny,
his girlfriend, Agatha, and his nemesis/roommate, Baz. The Insidious Humdrum is draining magic and
threatening everything Simon holds dear. He's been attacking Simon regularly since he was 11 and
started at Watford School of Magicks, but now, in his last year, their conflict is set to come to an epic
conclusion.
For readers who are feeling lost without Harry Potter (at least until the end of the month, come on Cursed
Child!) this will be a welcome treat. Watford is just different enough from Hogwarts to be new and
exciting, while being similar enough to feel like coming home. The World of Mages is an interesting one
and the rules of magic are very different from the Wizarding World. For Simon and the other mages, it's
all about the words you use. A turn of phrase that "normals" use can hold strong power for a mage. Not
every mage uses a wand to focus their power either - some use rings, swords, or even belt buckles!
Pick up this excellent fantasy adventure if you're in the mood for some great summer reading. Don't
forget to sign up for the Teen Summer Reading Program to earn points for all that reading. Grand prizes
are Beats headphones, a GoPro, and a bluetooth speaker!
Posted by Becky F. on July 11, 2016
Carry On
Teens
For the Love of Reading
Teens
Becky F.'s blogLog in to post comments

Living with a Dead Language

view in catalog
They say that you really learn about a people only when you learn their language. Multiply that for a
culture long gone, say, that of the Romans.
This book by a former editor describes her love for Latin-- how she went back to college to study it after
thirty-five years in New York City publishing. I can?t believe I even picked it up after all my complaints
about being forced to take Latin in high school. But the fact that I continued studying the language after
the mandatory first two years tells you something.
But this is a book about much more than Latin. It?s about following one?s passion. Along the way, Ann
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partner, an arborist, lives for the outdoor life. He hikes and skis, even on the coldest days. She?s
definitely a city person even though she now lives in upstate New York, often rushing back to the city for
cultural events. Read more
Posted by Dory L. on July 11, 2016
Living with a Dead Language: My Romance with Latin
Nonfiction
Classics
Information, Answers & Reviews
For the Love of Reading
Dory L.'s blogLog in to post comments

The Dogs of Littlefield

view in catalog
Something is happening to the dogs of Littlefield, Mass. Is someone poisoning them or does the blame
fall on something more supernatural? A cast of delightful, small-town characters suffers through this
travesty as circumstance and personality pit one against each other.
It begins with the posting of warnings: pet-owners should not let their dogs roam free in the park. The
signs start off politely, then denigrate into meaner advice: ?Leash your beast or else.? Then a white bullmastiff is found poisoned in the park woods. Soon the aldermen schedule a meeting to discuss two
diametrically-opposed proposals: ban all dogs from the park, or create a leash-free area for the dogs to
play and have freedom.
Littlefield, long on the top ten list of best small
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in America, appears to be coming
apart in myriad ways. Most of the teens and adults have therapists. The veneer of social niceness quickly
disappears. Read more
Posted by Dory L. on June 21, 2016
The Dogs of Littlefield: A Novel
Fiction
Family Relationships
Animals
Information, Answers & Reviews
For the Love of Reading
Dory L.'s blogLog in to post comments

Eligible

view in catalog
What do jogging, hate sex, cross fit gyms, and reality TV have to do with Jane Austen? Don?t be so 19th
century. So what if Austen is rolling over in her grave. Sittenfeld has made a delightful pastiche of
Pride and Prejudice

, much more to my fiction-reading tastes than Pride and Prejudice and Zombies.
In this reimagined version of the classic, it?s 2013 and the Bennet family has relocated to a spiderinfected old Tudor in an upscale neighborhood of Cincinnati. Country club lunches, anyone?
The five unmarried daughters still ground the story although all of them have turned very 21st century.
Even Mrs. Bennet has been modernized, she?s now a shopaholic busybody. However, she still remains in
determined pursuit of worthy husbands (rich, upper class) for her daughters.
Jane and Liz have flown the nest for New York City where gentle Jane teaches yoga, and Liz, writes for
the entertainment mag, Mascara. She also sleeps with her married boyfriend. At thirty-nine, Jane has
given up on finding a man, and has begun in vitro fertilization treatments in the hopes of having a child.
Alas, no wedding bells in the offing for both Jane and Liz. Read more
Posted by Dory L. on June 13, 2016
Eligible
Fiction
Family Relationships
Information, Answers & Reviews
For the Love of Reading
Dory L.'s blogLog in to post comments

Dumplin', Julie Murphy

view in catalog
Willowdean Dickson is a Dolly Parton fan, a self described fat girl, and a resident of a small town where
the event of the year is a beauty pageant. Willowdean's mother is a former winner and now basically runs
the pageant. Will does her best to ignore it, preferring to spend her time with her best friend, Ellen, and at
her after school job where she has a crush on a coworker. After experiencing her first heartbreak and
standing up to the school bully, Will decides to go for broke and enter the pageant.
Willowdean is a character to root for. She is a very real girl who finds herself an unexpected superhero
for the misfits of her town. Her story is one of family, friendship, love, and self discovery that will appeal
to many readers. Check out Dumplin' this summer and enjoy it with a big glass of sweet tea (Willowdean
is a Southern girl after all). Don't forget to sign up for the Teen Summer Reading Program so you can
earn prizes for reading!
Posted by Becky F. on June 10, 2016
Dumplin'
Teens
For the Love of Reading
Teens
Becky F.'s blogLog in to post comments

Half-Earth: our Planet's Fight for Life

Pages

view in catalog
The central premise of this book is that in order to save many of the world?s species, humankind has to
do something truly radical, that is, create wildlife and nature preserves over half the earth.
Renowned entomologist and conservationist, Edward O. Wilson, presents in this book many examples of
how interconnected life is in on our planet, and then makes a clarion call to save it. As someone who has
actively worked for conservation for decades, Wilson is very knowledgeable.
He points out that of all the fauna and flora now on earth, we know only 20% of them at most at the
species level. And much less about how they work together to maintain this web of life. To learn all these
species, even were they to survive, would take at least a couple more centuries. Read more
Posted by Dory L. on June 6, 2016
Half-Earth: Our Planet's Fight for Life
Nonfiction
Information, Answers & Reviews
For the Love of Reading
Dory L.'s blogLog in to post comments
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