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The Invisible Man (1933)

view in catalog
Claude Rains was perhaps one of the most recognizableabout
character
The actors
Invisible
from
Man
the(1933)
classic era of film. He
was able to play almost any part. Among his best known roles were Captain Louis Renault in Casablanca
and Prince John in The Adventures of Robin Hood. The Invisible Man was his first major film role. Prior
to this film he had only appeared on screen in one silent film short. The rest of his early acting life had
been spent on the hardwood stages. In The Invisible Man, Mr. Rains stars as Dr. Jack Griffin, who
disappears one day while working in the lab of his friend and mentor Dr. Cranley His mysterious
disappearance from the lab has Flora, Dr. Cranley?s daughter and Jack?s girlfriend, worried regarding his
whereabouts. Unbeknownst to the two of them Jack Griffin has done more than simply walked away
from the lab and them. He has literally disappeared, becoming completely invisible. Wrapped in
bandages to hide his invisibility he sets up a lab in a local Inn to work on a way to bring himself back to
normalcy. Sadly the formula which made him invisible is also affecting his mind and he is becoming
more unbalanced and violent as time passes. Read more
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Citizen Kane
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Citizen Kane tells the fictional story of rich newspaper publisher Charles Foster Kane, his rise to power
and eventual decline as he shifts from an idealistic publisher/editor into egotist whose power has gone to
his head. It was based loosely on the life of William Randolph Hurst, but not loosely enough to suit
Hurst. The film pulled few punches and Hurst was not amused at being the subject, even if indirectly of
such a movie. Citizen Kane almost completely failed at the box office when it was released and even
before the production was finished the film was wrapped in controversy. Director and writer Orson Wells
was accused by Hurst of the being a communist, and a homosexual, both of which were considered major
issues in 1941. Interestingly he also accused Wells of being a womanizer and Socialist as well. As you
can see the accusations leveled at Wells were often contradictory and usually untrue. The major
newspapers, owned by Hurst refused to review the film or allow it to be advertised in their pages. In fact,

no review of Citizen Kane appeared in any paper ownedabout
by Hurst
Citizen
untilKane
the mid- seventies over 30 years
after its release. Read more
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The Great Race

view in catalog
A while back I posted an entry about the 1965 movie Those Magnificent Men and their Flying Machines.
In that post, I mentioned another film that came out the same year called The Great Race. While I am
entranced by the old planes in Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying machines, The Great Race is
really my favorite of the two. The film stars Tony Curtis as ?The Great Leslie,? a stereotype 1910 pure
as gold hero in white and Jack Lemmon as Professor Fate, a stereotype 1910 pure villain in black and
tells the story of their race around the world by automobile. Leslie and Professor Fate are not the only
cars racing. The race starts with a much larger pack of automobiles; Read more
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Living with a Dead Language
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They say that you really learn about a people only when you learn their language. Multiply that for a
culture long gone, say, that of the Romans.

This book by a former editor describes her love for Latin-- how she went back to college to study it after
thirty-five years in New York City publishing. I can?t believe I even picked it up after all my complaints
about being forced to take Latin in high school. But the fact that I continued studying the language after
the mandatory first two years tells you something.
But this is a book about much more than Latin. It?s about
aboutfollowing
Living with
one?s
a Dead
passion.
Language
Along the way, Ann
Patty reveals much about her life. She describes sharing a home with a man entirely opposite herself. Her
partner, an arborist, lives for the outdoor life. He hikes and skis, even on the coldest days. She?s
definitely a city person even though she now lives in upstate New York, often rushing back to the city for
cultural events. Read more
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The Blob (1958)
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If the stories I?ve heard
about
are true
The there
Blob is
(1958)
a five-gallon bucket somewhere in the United States that
contains a batch of red silicone still moist from the 1958 production of The Blob. Supposedly it is
brought out and displayed at the annual Blobfest in Phoenixville PA where many of the scenes for the
movie were shot. The Blob is one of many science fiction movies of the 1950?s that told of some
unknown horror coming from outer space that endangers the world. A lot of these were extremely low
budget and featured extremely bad special effects even taking into account the time they were produced.
Read more
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Frankenstein ? 1931
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The story of Frankenstein's monster has long been one of the staples
aboutofFrankenstein
horror. The? book
1931Frankenstein,
written by Mary Shelly, wife of poet Percy Shelly is one of the modern horror stories and is also
considered one of the earliest science fiction stories. The 1931 movie Frankenstein is very loosely based
on Mary Shelly?s book. One of the most striking differences being that of the appearance of the
monster. In the book the monster begins as an almost handsome and well-spoken man and only turns
ugly as his skin begins to rot away due to poor blood circulation. For most of us however Frankenstein?s
monster is best remembered as the large, groaning brute with a flat head and bolt shaped electrodes
sticking out of his neck. Frankenstein stars Boris Karloff as the monster and Colin Clive as inventor
Henry Frankenstein. Read more
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The Wild, Wild, West ? Television Series
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When I was
about
young,
Themaybe
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too young
Westas? ITelevision
was only eight
Seriesat the time, my father introduced me to a series
of books by an author named Ian Fleming about an English secret agent known as James Bond. Prior to
this my heroes were all from world of television. I was enthralled with the ?Adventures of Superman,?
?Roy Rogers? and ?The Lone Ranger.? As you may have noticed two of my favorite heroes were from
westerns. James Bond suddenly took precedence over them all. I loved the intrigue and the action in the
books. But I still loved my westerns. Then, in 1964 a television western, The Wild, Wild West, set in the
mid 1800?s appeared about two agents of the newly established U.S. Secret Service; James West and
Artmus Gordon. Each episode had the intrigue and mystery of a secret agent like James Bond as well as
the special gadgets and gizmos a spy would use and best of all, it was a western. I was hooked. Read
more
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