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? More Teens Staff Picks
Hot Days, Cool Books
Looking for some great books to read this summer? Check out one of these, you won't regret it. Make
sure to sign up for the Teen Summer Reading Program while you're at it.
Compiled by:
Becky F

Alex and Eliza
Melissa De la Cruz
When Alex and Eliza meet one fateful night, so begins an epic love story that would forever change the
course of American history.

Caraval
Stephanie Garber
Scarlett has never left the tiny island where she and her beloved sister, Tella, live with their ruthless
father. Now Scarlett's father has arranged a marriage for her, and Scarlett thinks her dreams of seeing
Caraval, the legendary, once-a-year performance where the audience participates in the show, are over.
But this year, Scarlett's long-dreamt-of invitation finally arrives. With the help of a mysterious sailor who
she has just met, Tella whisks Scarlett away to the show. Only, as soon as they arrive, Tella is kidnapped
by Caraval's mastermind organizer, Legend. It turns out that this season's Caraval revolves around Tella,
and whoever finds her first is the winner.

Carve the Mark
Veronica Roth
Living on a violent planet where everyone develops a unique power meant to shape the future, Akos and
Cyra, youths from enemy nations, resent gifts that render them vulnerable to others' control before they
become unlikely survival partners.

Dumplin'
Julie Murphy
Sixteen-year-old Willowdean wants to prove to everyone in her small Texas town that she is more than
just a fat girl, so, while grappling with her feelings for a co-worker who is clearly attracted to her, Will
and some other misfits prepare to compete in the beauty pageant her mother runs.

An Ember in the Ashes
Sabaa Tahir
Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the Martial Empire. When her brother is arrested for
treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the empire's greatest military academy inexchange for
assistance from rebel Scholars who claim that they will help to save her brother from execution.

Flame in the Mist
Renee Ahdieh
The daughter of a prominent samurai in feudal Japan is targeted by a dangerous gang of bandits who
want to prevent her political marriage, a situation that compels her to disguise herself as a boy and
infiltrate the gang's ranks in order to stop the individual behind the plot.

The Girl at Midnight
Melissa Grey
A girl who's adopted and raised by a race of creatures with feathers for hair and magic in their veins
becomes involved in an ancient war and a centuries-old love, discovering startling truths about the world
she lives in.

Grasshopper Jungle
Andrew Smith

Austin Szerba narrates the end of humanity as he and his best friend Robby accidentally unleash an army
of giant, unstoppable bugs and uncover the secrets of a decades-old experiment gone terribly wrong.

Guy in Real Life
Steve Brezenoff
Colliding on their bikes in the middle of the night, Lesh and Svetlana forge a bond despite their divergent
interests while exploring the identities they assume in school, at home, and while participating in roleplaying games.

The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas
After witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a police officer, Starr Carter's life is complicated when
the police and a local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort to learn what happened the night Kahlil
died.

I'll Give You the Sun
Jandy Nelson
A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different points in time, and in separate voices,
by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah.

The Inexplicable Logic of My Life
Benjamin Alire Sáenz
Sal used to know his place with his adoptive gay father, their loving Mexican American family, and his
best friend, Samantha. But it's senior year, and suddenly Sal is throwing punches, questioning everything,
and realizing he no longer knows himself. If Sal's not who he thought he was, who is he?

Jackaby
William R. Ritter
Newly arrived in 1892 New England, Abigail Rook becomes assistant to R.F. Jackaby, an investigator of
the unexplained with the ability to see supernatural beings, and she helps him delve into a case of serial
murder which, Jackaby is convinced, is due to a nonhuman creature.

Kiss of Deception
Mary E. Pearson
On the morning of her wedding, Princess Lia flees to a distant village. She settles into a new life,
intrigued when two mysterious and handsome strangers arrive--and unaware that one is the jilted prince
and the other an assassin sent to kill her. Deceptionabounds, and Lia finds herself on the brink of
unlocking perilous secrets--even as she finds herself falling in love.

Once and for All
Sarah Dessen
Cynical about happy endings, Louna, the daughter of a wedding planner, initially holds Ambrose at arm's
length, but Ambrose has finally found someone to save him from his serial dating ways, and he's not
about be discouraged.

The Orphan Queen
Jodi Meadows
Orphaned as a child, Princess Wilhelmina together with her best friend Melanie return to the Indigo
Kingdom to fight back and reclaim Wil's throne. But Wil has a secret -- one that could change everything.

The Pearl Thief
Elizabeth Wein
Before Verity . . . there was Julie. When fifteen-year-old Julia Beaufort-Stuart wakes up in the hospital,

she knows the lazy summer break she'd imagined won't be exactly what she anticipated. And once she
returns to her grandfather's estate, a bit banged up but alive, she begins to realize that her injury might not
have been an accident. One of her family's employees is missing, and he disappeared on the very same
day she landed in the hospital. Desperate to figure out what happened, she befriends Euan McEwen, the
Scottish Traveller boy who found her when she was injured, and his standoffish sister, Ellen. As Julie
grows closer to this family, she witnesses firsthand some of the prejudices they've grown used to-a stark
contrast to her own upbringing-and finds herself exploring thrilling new experiences that have nothing to
do with a missing-person investigation. Her memory of that day returns to her in pieces, and when a body
is discovered, her new friends are caught in the crosshairs of long-held biases about Travellers. Julie
must get to the bottom of the mystery in order to keep them from being framed for the crime.

Ramona Blue
Julie Murphy
Ramona was only five years old when Hurricane Katrina changed her life forever.
Since then, it?s been Ramona and her family against the world. Standing over six feet tall with
unmistakable blue hair, Ramona is sure of three things: she likes girls, she?s fiercely devoted to her
family, and she knows she?s destined for something bigger than the trailer she calls home in Eulogy,
Mississippi. But juggling multiple jobs, her flaky mom, and her well-meaning but ineffectual dad forces
her to be the adult of the family. Now, with her sister, Hattie, pregnant, responsibility weighs more
heavily than ever.
The return of her childhood friend Freddie brings a welcome distraction. Ramona?s friendship with the
former competitive swimmer picks up exactly where it left off, and soon he?s talked her into joining him
for laps at the pool. But as Ramona falls in love with swimming, her feelings for Freddie begin to shift
too, which is the last thing she expected. With her growing affection for Freddie making her question her
sexual identity, Ramona begins to wonder if perhaps she likes girls and guys or if this new attraction is
just a fluke. Either way, Ramona will discover that, for her, life and love are more fluid than they seem.

Rebel Belle
Rachel Hawkins
Seventeen-year-old Harper Price's charmed life is turned upside down when she discovers she's been
given magical powers in order to protect her school nemesis David Stark, who's an Oracle.

Strange the Dreamer
Laini Taylor
The dream chooses the dreamer, not the other way around--and Lazlo Strange, war orphan and junior

librarian, has always feared that his dream chose poorly. Since he was five years old he's been obsessed
with the mythic lost city of Weep, but it would take someone bolder than he to cross half the world in
search of it. Then a stunning opportunity presents itself, in the person of a hero called the Godslayer and
a band of legendary warriors, and he has to seize his chance to lose his dream forever. What happened in
Weep two hundred years ago to cut it off from the rest of the world? What exactly did the Godslayer slay
that went by the name of god? And what is the mysterious problem he now seeks help in solving? The
answers await in Weep, but so do more mysteries--including the blue-skinned goddess who appears in
Lazlo's dreams. How did he dream her before he knew she existed? and if all the gods are dead, why does
she seem so real?

Summer Days and Summer Nights: Twelve Love Stories
Stephanie Perkins
Summer meets love in both fantasy and reality in this anthology featuring renowned writers of both teen
and adult fiction.

The Upside of Unrequited
Becky Albertalli
Avoiding relationships to protect her sensitive heart, plus-sized Molly supports her once-cynical twin,
Cassie, when thelatter has her own bout of lovesickness, a situation that is complicated by sibling
dynamics and an unexpected romantic triangle.

When Dimple Met Rishi
Sandhya Menon
When Dimple Shah and Rishi Patel meet at a Stanford University summer program, Dimple is avoiding
her parents' obsession with "marriage prospects" but Rishi hopes to woo her into accepting arranged
marriage with him.
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